
While the need for food assistance surges, every element 
of our operation faces unprecedented challenges

new reality why?
We bought 3.5 times more food in 
March than a typical month; this 
year, we’ll spend twice as much as we 
budgeted for food purchasing.

Nearly 90% of our food supply is 
normally donated to us, yet we’re 
seeing as much as a 40% dip in 
donations week to week. 

We now provide pre-packed boxes of 
groceries through our programs  
— a much more time-intensive  
model for our staff.

We eliminated person-to-person 
interactions that are normally part 
of our “shop and choose” model to 
enhance safety and prevent  
possible spread.

Volunteers normally contribute the 
work of 19 full-time employees, yet 
volunteer hours were down 40% in 
March compared to normal months. 

We’re currently forced to 
operate with a limited number 
of volunteers in order to 
maintain safe social distancing.

We expect a shortfall that equates to 
hundreds of thousands of dollars — 
not including resources necessary to 
meet the increased need.

We would have raised these 
funds through events that we 
had to cancel, including our 
annual gala.

Our Food Bank’s New Reality
Due to COVID-19

The community needs our food bank more than ever 
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40,000
people already 
depended on 

Community Food 
Share’s network  

before COVID-19 hit

CountlesS
people are calling or writing to us on Facebook, asking how they can get help — many for the first time. 

Hello, I just 
got out of the 
hospital with a 
new baby and 
don’t have a 
car to pick up 
food. I have a big 
family at home 
…Are there any 
options?”

danIElLA

Hi, me and my family live in 
Lafayette. We’re in SNAP and 
Section 8. My car was stolen, and 
we have no vehicle. It’s hard for 
me to get around, plus I just took 
in an at-risk teen last night, in 
addition to my children. I didn’t 
have enough for my own three 
big teen boys, and my son is 
immunocompromised.”

rebeCCa

104,000+
Coloradans filed unemployment claims in 

a single week in April — more than  
ALL claims in 2019

14,000+
local kids who relied 

on the National School 
Lunch Program now eat 

all of their meals  
at home 40%

of Americans don’t have enough cash on hand  
to cover a $400 unexpected expense

I am a single mom of a six-person 
household. I'm in the middle of a job change 

right now, and I was hoping to start this week, but 
they're not getting me started until next week so 
I have no money to grocery shop. Also, I am on 
chemotherapy and immunosuppressive so going 
to the store is a dangerous proposition to say the 
least. I haven't been able to do regular grocery 
shopping, much less stock up on anything. Any 
help is greatly appreciated.”
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Note: Photos taken prior to statewide recommendations to wear masks in public.

We remain in awe of this community’s creativity  
and generosity in supporting our mission

We’re off to a great start, but we’ll need even more resources  
going forward, because our community’s recovery period  

will last much longer than the virus itself  

OF GROCERIES

$5
DONATE NOW AT 

communityfoodshare.org/hunger

143 people have “paid 
it forward” by donating  
their stimulus checks

Via, a non-profit transportation 
service, is sending their  

drivers to deliver our  
food to homebound  

community members

From local photographers to 
CU Boulder, many businesses 

and organizations are  
selling special items and  

donating the sales

Individuals and businesses 
throughout Boulder and 
Broomfield Counties are 
buying lunch and other 

treats for our frontline staff

Despite the many pandemic-induced trials, and thanks 
to your support, we’ve stepped up to meet the need

1.1 Million
pounds of food distributed in 
March, an all-time record in 

our 39-year history

Doubled
the amount of food provided through 

our on-site and mobile pantries 

92,000
pounds of fresh produce  

and dry goods provided to  
Boulder Valley School 
District’s emergency  

food distributions

All while keeping our participants, volunteers, and staff

saFe & Healthy

40 
food pantries and meal 
programs continue to  

rely on Community Food  
Share, and we’ve  

provided up to 100%  
more food to them


